The Lawrence Creative Therapy Center and Sunflower Art Therapy are located in Lawrence,
Kansas. Present-day Lawrence occupies land from which its original stewards were forced to
move. It stands on land that at various times was home to the Kaw/Kansa, Wazhazhe (original
tribal name, Ni-U-Ko’n-Ska)/Osage, and Shawano/Shawnee peoples. Lawrence and Douglas
County have hosted other Native American nations as well, including the Lenape/Delaware,
Wandat/Wyandot, and Kiwigapawa/Kickapoo. Today the ‘state of Kansas,’is home to many
First Nations People, including those recognized by the federal government, the Prairie Band
Potawatomi Nation, the Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas, the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in
Kansas and Nebraska and the lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska.

Lawrence is a place of migration and forced relocation of many Native American peoples due
to colonial practices such as the Indian Removal Act of 1830. The repercussions of these
colonial and racist polices continue to shape our society today. A land acknowledgment is the
practice of recognizing the enduring presence, struggle, and resistance of those Native
peoples who are the traditional guardians of the stolen land on which we gather.

We honor the ancestors who have cared for this land for thousands of years before settlers
arrived here. We acknowledge that Native communities have fought tirelessly to eradicate false
notions of extinction and that this is just one example of the harmful impacts of historical and
continuing colonization. As an therapeutic institution, we have a responsibility to support the
preservation and reclamation of local, national and global Indigenous rights.

We value the land as co-facilitator in creative arts therapies. We give respect to the Indigenous
land-based and healing arts practices that pre-date all Eurocentric theories of art therapy. We
honor the many teachings that we have received from local and visiting Indigenous knowledge
keepers.

We would also like to acknowledge our nation’s legacy of chattel slavery — the brutal
enslavement of Black people, whose exploited labor created this nation’s wealth. We
recognize the historical reality of United States as place of genocide, imperialism, white
supremacy, capitalism, and patriarchy that has harmed countless lives in the past and in the
present. With this acknowledgment, we assert our solidarity with Black, Brown, and
Indigenous people and raise awareness of marginalized histories that are often suppressed or
forgotten.

We continue to reflect on and refine our efforts to be culturally responsive creative arts
therapists. Although this is not an easy task and there are no clear answers, we will continue to
hold space for cultural humility, truth telling, listening, unsettling, creativity, reclamation, and
transformation.



